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lmﬂls to the Editor

Taiwan and

China

Sir,— Reference the criticism
of the Federal Opposition
Leader, Mr Whitlam, by the
Leader of the Democratic Lab- .
our Party, Senator Gair, in The
Canberra Times of July 12:

If Senator Gair does not agree
that Taiwan is a province of
China, pgrhaps he could explain
for mv benefit and the benefit
of your readers, the following:
(a) By what right or authority

did the Government of the

Republic of China transfer its

headgquarters from the China

mainland to Taiwan? _

(b) By what right or authority
did the armed forces of the
Republic of China move from
the China mainland to Tai-
wan?

(c) By what right or authority
does the Government of the
Republic of China and its
armed forces continue 1o re-
main on the island of Taiwan?

L. J. CHANNING

Red Hill.

Denigrating
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SEATO

Sir, — Whatever our private
inions might " be about
TO, is it the action of a.
res 1 and patriotic Aus-
tralian, let alone a man aspiring
to the Prime Ministership, to
denigrate to the world a treaty
still honoured by Australia and
fts proven fiiends in Asia?

{  Mr Whitlam, in treacher-
ously denounci SEATO as
“moribund” to his new-found
“friends””, has himself
either plain ve or remark-
ably frank; a frankness it
would be refreshing to detect in
his Oriental colleagues if only
In could pause long enough in

mlh-ud-ltmulwuh-
chnplticl: mr;ig:-
cate with a few t
the Red Gmrd:‘brage and sub-
mt equally barbaric crush-
ing of the rebellion in Tibet in
1959. 1 do not recall the
Tibetans being treated to
Chinese politeness and hos-
itality such as meted ont to
rlbor Party members these

Then again, could Mr Whit-
Jam's noticable silence on ems-
barrassing questions stem from
the, Labor Party’s desperate
efforts to scrounge political

capital, irrespective of national
cncts? We have alreadv wit-
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costs? We have already wit-
nessed that sort of irrespon-
sibility in their attitude to the
Papua New Guinea indepen-
dence question. It was gratifying
to .see Mr Whitlam’s pathetic
efforis backfire when some of
the indigenes told him exactly
what to do with his much-
vaunted but premature “inde-
pendence”. What cost, political

capital?
Perhaps that well-matched
loguacious pair Messrs  Whit-

lam and Hawke will prove two
of the bhest vole-catchers the

Liberals ever had. The next
election will tell.

N. H. BLAND
Barton.

Refund
delay

Sir, = [ have received a query
on my taxation return asking
me to produce receipts or other
evidence verifying gifts to
charitable bodies totalling $18.
My income is in the vicinity of
$9.000 and the amount of my
refund is quite substantial. I
have replied, sending the neces-
sary evidence.

1 believe that once a query
such as this is made, under the
computerised system many weeks
can elapse before the reply is
processed and the assessment and
refund finally issued. In the
meantime of course, with inter-
est rates hovering around 8 per
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est rates hovering around 8 per

cent per ann the Treasury is
doing pretty well in holding back
my money.

This is surely a paltry query

and an abuse of the taxpayer’s

rights. The Taxation _

should be required to provide
an explanation as to why in
circumstances such as this the
refund we could mot have
accompanied the query with an
appropriate adjustment if
thought to be warranted. 1 am
not complaining about produc-
ing the evidence asked for,
although this still seems to be
unreasonable bearing in mind
the tax involved relative to the

-refund due,

The Commonwealth  has
already had the use of my
money for a full year and
should not employ devices such
as this to hold it longer. If Mr
McMahon is short of money this
is a pretty unfair way of getting

it.
PUBLIC SERVANT
Canberra.

A look at
the House

Sir, — I am most gratified to
your paper and to Malcolm
Mackerras for the review of my
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Mackerras for the review of my
book ‘How Representative is the
House of Representatives’? (The
Canberra Times, July 5).

Mr Mackerras may well be
right that the DLP vote would
80 up under quota-preferential
conditions. Balanced against that
is that the disgruntled Liberal
voter that now votes DLP might
well pick and choose between
Liberal candidates rather than
vote DLP under these condi-
tions. No one really knows.

However, I think I am on
safer ground in suggesting that
ALP, Australia Party and DOGS
would tend to remain as a bloc,
and that any extra seats won by
the DLP would be at the ex-
pense of the Liberals rather than
of the ALP. Under those circum-
stances, the ALP would still gain
a majority in terrms of the 1969
figures and the DLP would
splinter the anti-ALP group
rather than hold the balance of
power.

It is an intriguing as well as
an inexorably logical proposition
that the only prospects of rep-
resentation in the House of
Representatives for the DLP is
for it to support the ALP ‘were
the latter to advocate quota-
prtfﬂ'm'tnl voting. Hope springs

eternal.
M T refer specifically to
the ral situation in the

'hCTTEHaﬂMMerplrtidpa-
tion and choice can only -be

melmslnad e tha AT whan it
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maximised in the ACT, when it
returns two Members, if these
are returned from a two-member
electorate rather than from two
single-member constituencies,

ver to the Minister for the
Interior.

KENNETH N. GRIGG

Canterbury,
Victoria.

Sightings
of UFOs

Sir, — At a friend’s place last
night (July 7) we watched the
ABC television program ‘Fly-
ing saucers and the people who
see them'. From the title of the
film one should have beem on
one’s guard for the expected “ex-
planation” that “flying saucers”
or unidentified flying objects
(UFQOs) are in most cases, mis-
taken observations or figments
of the imagination. Under the
guise of scientific respectability,
the program seemed heavily
biased towards this latter view,
but even more unfortunately, it
missed a few significant points.

First, it is just not good
enough to accept, uncritically,
the United States Air Force
statistics on “explained” and
“unexplained” nomena. Uni-
ted States Air Force Regulation
200-2 concerns the reporting of
UFOs and the release of fmcrin' gs
to the public. Paragraph 3c 1s
titled “Reduction of percentage

~f TIEM bSGambascsoss? ™ ssrlmdmle s
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of UFO ‘unknowns’ ", which re- 575 cases were trained or
quires that “unknowns” be experienced observers (scien-
kept to the statistical minimum. tists, professional etc)
Paragraph 9 states that infor- and in a further 125 cases were
mation regarding UFO sightings good (private pilots, police, etc),
“in the vicinity of an air force
base” shall not be released un- e —
less the UFO has been “posi-
tively identified as a familiar or
known object”,
If the air force is prepared to
admit to 695 “unknowns” then
the actual figure of “unkmowns"”
would be much higher (refer

F:wlph 3c .ini_eatioud above).
tions” of bn' quite Yot

would not stand up to logical
analysis: meteorological balloons
travelling against the wind, or
pilots chasing the planet Venus
when it would have been behind
their aircraft, are, presumably,
not possible.

Secondly, the program over-
looked the importance of
organisations formed specific-
ally for the investigation of
UFO reports. In 1964, the
National Investigations Com-
mittee on Aerial Phenomena
(NICAP Washington DC) pub-
lished a 184-page, 200,000
word report on the subject of
UFOs. The study detailed 746
of the more reliable reports after
examination of 5,000 reports
they had received, and the main
chronology listed S§75 cases.
The witnesses in 288 of these

£ racsas wara trainsd ne
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while the remainder were classed
as being ‘“average’ observers.
None of these 575 reports has
ever been explained in terms of
natural phenomena.

Third, the program played
down the fact that on many
occasions the US Air Force has
ordered aircraft to attempt to
intercept UFOs if possible, and
in some instances the radar has
“locked on” to the UFO. For
example, on July 26, 1952, when
an Air Defence Command
F-94C aircraft was “scrambled"’;
the crew also reported seeing the
object as a “large yellow-orange
light”,

Fourth, the program barely
menlwnod the significance of
radar and radar-visual reports.
In 1948, for example, both Can-
adian and United States Air
Forces radar tracked a UFO
over Goose Bay, Labrador at
9,000 miles an hour and at a
height of 60,000 feet.

One has the impression there-
fore that the ABC-TV program
wn very thin in its analysis of

the subject. Not that one should
assume that every “unknown"”
is necessarily extra-terrestrial or
whatever; quite obviously some

rts have been either sincere
mistakes or hoaxes. - But one
would have thought that a study

of the subject should be logic-
a.lly sound and not be, evidently,

BRI s e, s, i R — PRI
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Ally 50UNU @NU NOT DT, CTYIUSITLY,
just a smear campaign against
those people who claim to have

seen UFOQs,
K. A, SUTTON
Page.

Daylight

saving

Sir, —1 am old enough to re-
member our own previous ex-

riment in daylight saving. and

have lived in two other coun-
tries which use it. the Umted
Kingdom and USA. 1 am old
enough not to offer to lead a
protest organisation but I am
prepared to offer moral support
and a subscription of funds to
someone who will. My objec-
tions to daylight saving have
been expressed in your columns
last year. Briefly a conntry which
suffers from too much dust and
heat. with conseyuent illnesses
of skin cancer, etc, should think
of ways ol keeping out of sun-
light in summer. not of a means
of increasing the problem.

D. R. 0. COWEY
Weston

Escaped
dragon
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Sir, — As members of the
Saint George's Day Observance
Society we were interested o
note in Pickering’s cartoon (The
Canberra Times, July 9) that
a dragon i1s being kept as a
pet in a Canberra residence,
During the hunting seasoh,
lately closed, we were aware
that one of these creatures had
escaped our chase. Would you
please inform us of the loca-
ton of this dragon? Sunday's
fire on the slopes of Mount
Ainslie should convincz all re-
sponsible citizens of the need
to avoid further bushfires in
the ACT. T aulure to locate this
dragon now could rosult in
disastrous fires on thz nallowed
slopes of Black Mountain. Tt
could lead to unbelievable and
fearsome problems following the
mating season in the coming
spring. :

JOHN F. ATCHISON
Knigats of the Dragsa
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“What &'yer reckon? Blushing Survender or Kiss and Run?" -
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